160                KING RICHARD III            [ACT rv.
Duck. Where is kind Hastings ?
K. Rick. A flourish, trumpets! strike alarum, drums!
Let not the heavens hear these tell-tale women           150
Rail on the Lord's anointed I strike, I say!
{Flourish.    Alarums.
Either be patient, and intreat me fair,
Or with the clamorous report of war
Thus will I drown your exclamations.
Duck. Art thou my son ?                                                  155
K. Rich. Ay, I thank God, my father, and yourself. Duck. Then patiently hear my impatience. K. Rich. Madam, I have a touch of your condition,
That cannot brook the accent of reproof. Duck. O! let me speak.
K. Rich.                         Do, then ; but 111 not hear.         160
Duck. I will be mild and gentle in my words. K. Rich. And brief, good mother; for I am in haste. Duck. Art thou so hasty ?    I have stay'd for thee,
God knows, in torment and in agony.
K. Rich. And came I not at last to comfort you?              165
Duck. No, by the holy rood! thou know'st it well,
Thou cam'st on earth to make the earth my hell.
A grievous burthen was thy birth to me;
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Hastings." The tragedy of her own   elected by the Lord " (Richard II. m. family would also be too present in her   ii. 57). Richard III., on the other mind to admit the memory of any   hand, to whom such a belief is super-kindred crime; and, even if it occurred   stition, uses it to awe his adversaries to her, she hardly would give it the first   into silence.
place in her reproaches.   It is natural       152. intreat    me    fair]     Compare
that the Duchess, on the other hand,   Richard II. in. i. 37.
recalling the loyalty of Hastings to       158. condition]    temperament,    dis-
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